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ADDITIONAL $1.25 MILLION FOR NATIONAL CTAA INCLUDED IN BILL

WASHINGTON: Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced               today that the House Transportation Appropriations Subcommittee               has approved $300,000 for Community Transit Service, Inc.'s Dial-a-Ride               service in the Athol, Orange, Winchendon region. Additionally, Olver               was able to secure $1.25 million for CTAA's JOBLINKS program which               will benefit small urban and rural communities throughout the country.

Rep. Olver is a member of the Appropriations subcommittee on Transportation               and included the funding in the FY'01 House Transportation Appropriation               bill. The bill is expected to be considered by the full Appropriations               Committee and the House of Representatives later this month. A final               House-Senate reconciled version of the legislation is due by October               1, 2000, the beginning of the Fiscal Year 2001.

Through his position on the Appropriations Committee, Olver was               able to secure over $10 million in Transportation earmarks for the               1st Congressional District.

"I am pleased to be able to deliver $300,000 in community transportation               funding for the Northern Tier," Olver said. "These funds will allow               Community Transit Service, Inc. to continue to play a vital role               in strengthening the region's transportation infrastructure."

"Local transit connects the communities between Greenfield and               Gardner," Olver said. "This connection is necessary for jobs, health               care, and educational opportunities that spur economic growth and               prosperity."

"Community Transit Services, Inc., CTAA, and the Montachusett and               Franklin Regional Transit Authorities have created a national model               for rural transportation. The $1.25 million for the JOBLINKS program               will allow CTAA to continue promoting transit services in rural               communities nationwide," Olver added.

Community Transit Services, Inc. provides over 1,900 rides a month               to residents in the Athol-Orange-Winchendon region. Residents can               use the Dial-a-Ride service to access transportation to employment,               medical, educational, and shopping related needs.

JOBLINKS is a Federal Transit Administration program that addresses               the crucial need of providing assistance to local communities to               develop and implement strategies to move low-income people living               in economically distressed communities to centers of employment.

The Community Transportation Association of America (CTAA) is a               non-profit association of organizations and individuals committed               to improving mobility for all people.
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